Gifted & Talented / Advanced Academic Programs and Dyslexia

Enrollment in Gifted/Talented and Advanced Academic Programs

A student who has been identified with dyslexia can also be a gifted learner, or a twice-exceptional learner. A
twice-exceptional learner is a child or youth who performs at or shows the potential for performing at a
remarkably high level of accomplishment when compared to others of the same age, experience, or
environment and who exhibits high-performance capability in an intellectual, creative, or artistic area;
possesses an unusual capacity for leadership; or excels in a specific academic field (TEC §29.121) and who
also gives evidence of one or more disabilities as defined by federal or state eligibility (IDEA 2004) (300.8)
(§504) criteria such as learning disabilities, speech and language disorders, emotional/behavioral disorders,
physical disabilities, sensory disabilities (hearing impaired, visually impaired, blind-deaf), traumatic brain injury,
autism spectrum disorder, or other health impairments such as ADHD.

Assessment and identification of twice-exceptional learners can be challenging and requires those vested in
the education of these learners to be knowledgeable of the unique characteristics and behaviors demonstrated
by these learners. Often the disability masks the giftedness, which places emphasis on barriers to learning
instead of the potential that the learner has as a result of the gifted attributes. Conversely, the giftedness may
mask the disability, which may result in the learner’s experiencing gaps in learning compounded by the
disability, thus affecting how the learner perceives his or her abilities.

Twice-exceptional students must be provided access to all service and course options available to other
students. The US Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights offers information for addressing students
with disabilities seeking enrollment in advanced academic programs (e.g., Advanced Placement and
International Baccalaureate). For more information, see
www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-20071226.pdf.

Additional support, information, and resources are available through the Equity in Gifted/Talented (G/T)
Education website at www.gtequity.org/index.php. The Texas State Plan for the Education of Gifted/Talented
Students, available at www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=6420, mandates that once any student is identified
as gifted, he/she must be provided gifted/talented services that are commensurate with his/her abilities (1.4C,
1.6C, 2.1C, and 3.3C). Additionally, due to the disability, twice-exceptional learners should have an IEP
through special education services or a §504 plan through 38 general education. Additional support for districts
serving twice-exceptional students is available at www.gtequity.org/twice.php.




